
“Product ID’s & Their 
Differences”

A standard, alphanumeric string that uniquely 

identifies the product.

This could be a UPC, ISBN, GTIN or EAN. 

• The Universal Product Code (UPC) is a barcode 

symbology that is widely used worldwide for 

tracking trade items in stores.

• UPCs consist of 12 digits that are uniquely 

assigned to each trade item.

• A UPC is the most common product ID sellers list 

their products under. 

What is a UPC Code?

What is a Product ID?

• The European Article Number (EAN) is a standard 

describing a barcode symbology and numbering 

system used in global trade to identify a specific 

retail product type, in a specific packaging 

configuration, from a specific manufacturer.

• An EAN is made up of 13 digits.

• An EAN can be used globally regardless of the 

marketplace you are selling your products 

under.

What is an EAN Code?

• The International Standard Book Number (ISBN) 

is a numeric commercial book identifier that is 

intended to be unique. An ISBN is assigned to 

each separate edition and variation of a 

publication.

• Prior to 2007 ISBN’s were 10 digits long, since 

2007 ISBNs are now 13 digits long.

• ISBNs can only be used for book listings.

What is an ISBN Code?

A product ID is required to create a new listing on 

Amazon. 

If you do not have a product ID, you will need to 

apply for an exemption. 

Sellers also have the option to purchase product 

IDs. 

The only website Amazon accepts purchased 

product IDs from is GS1. 

• The Global Trade Item Number is an identifier for 

trade items, developed by the international 

organization GS1.

• GTINs are 13 digits long.

• GTINs can only be purchased from GS1.

What is a GTIN Code?

***IMPORTANT NOTE***

https://sellercentral.amazon.com/gtinx/browser
https://www.gs1us.org/

